[A case of prostatic carcinoma with ectopic ACTH syndrome].
A 67-year-old man was admitted to the orthopedic ward, complaining of severe pain in his right greater trochanter. He was diagnosed as spinal cord tumor and underwent laminectomy for extirpation of the tumor. Histological examination revealed bone metastasis of unknown origin. Laboratory data revealed hypokalemia and hyperglycemia. Endocrinological data showed elevation of plasma cortisol and ACTH, and increased excretion of urinary 17-OHCS. Ten specimens needle biopsy of the prostate showed poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma, thus patient was diagnosed as prostate cancer with bone metastasis (stage D2) and perhaps ectopic ACTH production. Castration was performed, however 2 days after the surgery he died suddenly. We suspected that cerebral hemorrhage was the cause of his death. On autopsy ectopic ACTH production in the prostate was confirmed.